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When you’re searching, you don’t always find what you expect. 
 
In Carrhen some people have a magic power – they may be telekinetic, clairvoyant, stealthy, or able to manipulate the 
elements. Anarya is a Sponger, she can absorb and use anyone else’s magic without them even being aware, but she has 
to keep it a secret as it provokes jealousy and hostility especially among those with no magic powers at all. 

When Anarya sees Yisyena, a Sitrelker refugee, being assaulted by three drunken men, she helps her to escape. Anarya 
is trying to establish herself as an investigator, a quaestor, in the city of Carregis. Yisyena is a clairvoyant, a skill that 
would be a useful asset for a quaestor, so Anarya offers her a place to stay and suggests they become business partners. 
Before long they are also lovers.  

But business is still hard to find, so when an opportunity arises to work for Count Graumedel who rules over the city, 
they can’t afford to turn it down, even though the outcome may not be to their liking. 

Soon they are embroiled in state secrets and the personal vendettas of a murdered champion, a cabal, a puppet king, 
and a false god looking for one who has defied him. 
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David M Allan got hooked on reading at a young age by borrowing to the max – 3 books, twice a week – from the public library. 
He was caught up and transported to fabulous other worlds by the likes of Wells, Verne and Burroughs (and later by Asimov, 
Bradbury, Clarke, Heinlein, Le Guin, Wyndham…). Alas, the journeys were temporary and he had to return to Earth. 

His love affair with science fiction and fantasy had him thinking vaguely about writing but he didn’t follow through until after 
retirement and his relocation, with wife and cat, to a houseboat on the Thames. It was reading one book which he didn’t think was 
very good that led him to say “I could do better than that” and then setting out to prove it. David has since had a number of short 
stories published in online magazines, and his debut novel The Empty Throne published by Elsewhen Press. Quaestor is his second 
novel. 
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